
A UNIQUE BROWN TERCENTARY
EVENT!!!

What Capability Brown did for Ecology: the legacy
for biodiversity, landscapes, and nature conservation

15th to 17th June 2016 at Sheffield Hallam University

This major conference is being organised with Historic England, Natural England, the Ancient Tree
Forum and others to contribute towards the celebrations of the tercentenary of Lancelot ‘Capability’
Brown. The event brings together ecologists, landscape historians and archaeologists, land managers and
conservationists to look critically at the impact of Brown and his successors on the UK’s landscape.

The conference will address the paradigms of these designed landscapes. It will consider issues around
the legacy of Brown’s creations and ideas and the repercussions that are still apparent today. It will make
for a thought-provoking and rich discussion over the three days, covering habitat conservation and
creation, to drainage and the release of alien species. This is the untold story of the ecology of Capability
Brown and the landscape school which followed. Some veteran trees were lost but many were saved in
the newly created ‘tame wildernesses’ and this has a huge significance for conservation today. Water
bodies were created and rivers straightened, but Brown and his emulators drained marshes and other
wetlands. Whilst different schools followed Brown, and his reputation waxed and waned, one outcome
was that of the Victorian ‘wild gardeners’, who, adding to shrubs such as rhododendron unleashed in the
late 1700s, released exotic plants like Japanese knotweed, giant knotweed, Himalayan balsam, and giant
hogweed. These were all freely naturalised into the new ‘wild’ landscapes of the 1700s and 1800s.

Sponsored and supported by Historic England, Natural England, BES, ESEH, Sheffield Hallam
University, the Ancient Tree Forum, and the Landscape Conservation Forum, the conference
includes lectures, a field visit, poster presentations, and displays.

More information & booking forms on our website: www.ukeconet.org If you would like to offer a
poster or support for the conference and / or for other enquiries please email info@hallamec.plus.com or
telephone 0114 272 4227.


