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The Lost Fens

Professor Ian D. Rotherham

On Wednesday 13th May, Ian Rotherham is giving an illustrated talk to the South Leicestershire

Birdwatchers, on the theme of his best-selling book, ‘The Lost Fens – England’s Greatest Ecological

Disaster’. This illustrated lecture tells the story of the people and wildlife of the great fens – the

Northern Fen of Yorkshire & North Lincolnshire, and the Southern Fen of Cambridgeshire, South

Lincolnshire & East Anglia. It recounts the history of the fens and of people’s lives within them, and

then the process and progress of drainage. From the great drainage of the 1600s and 1700s, to the

twentieth century, the entire fenlands of around 2-3,000 hectares in the north and 3-4,000 hectares

in the south, were erased from the landscape. Wildlife was decimated and the reason was not

hunting such as wildfowling, but habitat destruction on a vast scale. Ian explores the reasons behind

this such as the politics of the fens as sanctuary for dissidents and non-conformists, for example, it

was here that the English Civil War began. Another factor was the fear and loathing of wetlands and

pat bogs as ‘black waters’ neither water nor land but something in between and the source of the

marsh malaria – the dreaded ague. Today we are seeking to re-build the wetlands from tiny

fragments which remain, a process, which is exciting for its biodiversity and helps to provide long-

term ‘ecosystem services’ to protect us against climate change, flooding and more.

The lecture is open to all.

*For more information on the lecture or the book, please contact Professor Ian Rotherham on

i.d.rotherham@shu.ac.uk or telephone 0114 2747628.

*LOCATION: The lecture is at All Saints Parish Centre, Wigston Road, Blaby, Leicester, LE8

4FU; meeting from 7.15 pm onwards, lecture from 7.30 pm to finish about 9.30 pm; and

Ian will have his bookshop display too! All are welcome.



For reviewers Ian is a regular presenter with BBC Radio Sheffield and can be interviewed via their

studio. He also writes regularly for local and national newspapers and magazines. If you require

good quality images from the book, please get in touch.

For information on the Group:


