
Wild Thing?? - Managing Landscape Change & 

Future Ecologies:  

Cultural Severance & Continuity.  
 

9th to 11th September 2015 at Sheffield Showroom & 

Workstation, Sheffield, UK. 
 

      
 

Following the highly successful meeting in May 2014, Ian Rotherham and colleagues are organising a 

major, international, 3-day conference on the theme of ‘wilder by design’. The 2014 event raised 

fundamental issues including the following: 

 

 Understanding concepts of ‘wild’, ‘re-wilding’ and ‘wilderness’ in urban and rural settings, as 

individuals and for different communities; 

 The language used to discuss concepts and how they are represented and communicated to the wider 

world;  

 The political, economic and social contexts and drivers for change;  

 The short and longer-term impacts of  change;  

 How underlying change affects ability to create, manage and sustain future landscapes. 

 What wild and wilderness mean to individuals. 

 

With a critical view of projects, issues and perspectives from across the world as well as the UK, we will 

be developing these ideas and paradigms. The conference will examine concepts of cultural severance and 

the eco-cultural nature of landscapes as well as addressing critical issues around (re) wilding in both rural 

and urban situations. The paradigms of wilder landscapes and the interactions between nature and culture, 

between history and ecology, and between climate, people and nature, will make for a continuing and rich 

discussion. 

 

There will be a strong international dimension to this conference. However, we welcome displays and 

posters from local community heritage groups as well as from regional, national and international bodies. 

We also welcome posters from early-career researchers as well as the more established. Please contact 

christine@hallamec.plus.com to discuss your ideas in the first instance as space is limited.  

 

The first day (9th Sept.) starts mid-morning with presentations through the day and a guest lecture in the 

evening. The following two days will mix plenary and parallel sessions with a dedicated poster 

presentation session on the Thursday afternoon (10th Sept). A conference dinner will be held on the 

Thursday evening. 

mailto:christine@hallamec.plus.com


 

Confirmed speakers include: Adrian Newton, Alastair Driver, Peter Bridgewater, Ted Green, Keith 

Alexander, Jill Butler, Della Hooke, Ian Rotherham, Peter Taylor, Steve Carver, Rob Lambert, James 

Fenton, George Peterken, Sue Everett, Chris Spray, Jim McAdam, Mauro Agnoletti, Tomasz Samojlik, 

Frans Vera, Kenneth Olwig and Tom Williamson. Chris and Anne-Marie Smout will be attending as 

guests of honour.   

 

Conference proceedings on cd-rom. will be available at the event; and a major book will be published 

post-conference.  

 

The event is sponsored and supported by: BES, IPS, IUFRO, ESEH, Sheffield Hallam University, the 

Ancient Tree Forum, JBA Consulting and the Landscape Conservation Forum. 

 

An outline programme and a booking form are available on the website www.ukeconet.org/event/ via 

email, info@hallamec.plus.com or telephone 0114 2724227. 
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